
1 | P a g e  
 

 

US History 4
th

 Quarter Project 

COVID-19 Museum Artifact Assignment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the previous assignment, I had you imagine that you were re-telling your COVID-19 experience 

to your grandchildren 50 years in the future. I wanted that assignment to serve as a time to 

brainstorm and organize your thoughts. Now, we are going 100 years into the future for a slightly 

more serious and thoughtful assignment. 

The year is 2120 and the National Museum of American History is putting together a large museum 

exhibit that will display the impact of COVID-19 on American society specifically and the human 

experience in general. The museum is in the process of collecting tangible artifacts for display 

purposes. 

Your assignment is to contribute to the exhibit by selecting a tangible artifact that will capture people’s 

attention and tell a compelling story about the COVID-19 experience for people who endured this 

era in history. Then, you will type a 200-250 word report that explains what the artifact represents 

and justifies why it must be included in the COVID-19 exhibit. Use specific and/or personal details 

whenever possible to tell the “story” of this artifact. You may absolutely select an item that is 

personal to your story or experience. You may also select an artifact that is more generic and applies 

to larger groups of people. This artifact could be in your possession or you could find a picture on 

the internet that represents the tangible object you have in mind. Whatever you choose, you will 

NOT send in a real object. You will take a picture of the object and upload it to your Google Docs 

or Google Slides project page along with your 200-250 word justification report. 

The artifact should tell a story that is true, informative, and intriguing. There are two major rules to 

follow regarding artifacts:  

1) NO MEMES. THEY ARE NOT ARTIFACTS. 

2)  NO MEDICAL SUPPLIES. ABSOLUTELY 

NOTHING MEDICALLY RELATED. 

 

Reminders and grading continued on page 2… 

Key terms: 

artifact- an object made by a human being, typically an item of cultural or historical interest. 

tangible- comes from the Latin word tangere, "to touch," and it simply means something that can be touched or felt 

compelling- evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way. 
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Grading for this assignment: 

This is an “all or nothing” assignment, meaning you will earn full credit of 100 points or no credit 

(0). Your job is to persuade the museum curator to accept your artifact. If your artifact is accepted, 

you will earn a project grade of 100. If your idea for a museum artifact is not accepted, you will 

receive an explanation from the teacher via email and instructions on how to improve your work. 

You must revise your submission accordingly and re-submit your work to the teacher for project 

acceptance and a grade of 100. 

 

 

Submit the following no later than June 10: 

 1 digital copy of the tangible artifact 

 200-250 word report explaining the artifact and justifying its existence in the museum exhibit 

 

 

Key Reminders: 

 TWO BIG RULES: NO MEMES AND NO MEDICAL SUPPLIES!  

 Due on or before midnight on June 10 (earlier submissions encouraged)  

 The assignment counts as a project grade for quarter 4 

 This is a creative writing assignment, not a research paper. 

 Work individually. No duplicate ideas accepted. If you are worried someone will steal your 

idea, submit your work early. 

 Email the teacher as soon as you have any questions 

 Late work will result in a grade of zero. You are receiving a substantial amount of time to 

complete and submit an assignment that requires creativity without significant research.  

 

 

Instructions for Assignment Submission: 

Create a Google Docs or Google Slides file. Name the file, “Student Name Museum Artifact”. 

Substitute your name for the student name. Then, click the share button and share it with 

jmarscher@wboro.org 

If you have another way to submit the project, please email the teacher to make sure it is an 

acceptable form of submission. 

mailto:jmarscher@wboro.org

